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Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph West Shore 


Address: 1000 Samoset Road 

Historic Name: Walter C. & Lucile R. Hall House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1948 

Source: deeds, visual assessment 

Style/Form: Colonial Revival/Cape Cod 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
View from SE. Foundation: concrete block 
Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 
Locus Map (north at top) 
Roof: asphalt shingle 
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Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage (attached) 
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Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL| Date: 
Acreage: 1.708 
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Setting: The property is sited on the south side of Widow 
Harding Pond amid late 20"-century residential 
subdivisions. 
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Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Walter A, & Kucile R. Hall house, built ca. 1948, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling with a gable roof designed in the 
manner of a traditional Half-Cape house type. The front fagade contains an entrance on a porch recessed in the southeast 
corner and a window in the remaining wall section. There are wings on the rear and west sides, and a one-car garage is 
attached to the rear of the east end. The house is sited on the east side of a wooded parcel at the end of a driveway connecting 
to Samoset Road. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1948 Walter A. and Lucile R. Hall were living permanently in the house at 1000 Samoset Road. They had bought the land with 
a summer cottage from Emeline P. Gill in 1920 as well as three additional parcels from the Clark family later in the 1920s. After 
using the cottage, built by the grantor’s husband, carpenter George E. Gill, as a vacation home for many years, the Halls 
evidently demolished the cottage and built the existing house for their retirement home." 


Emeline P. Gill bought two-tenths of an acre between Widow Harding’s Pond on the north and Samoset Road on the south from 
Edward C. Clark (1854-1925) for $25 in 1910. Clark was the son of Edward Clark (1824-99) and his wife Rachel Collins (1827- 
1901), and this small parcel was part of a five-acre tract his father had sold him for $100 in 1880.2 That tract was itself once part 
of the Clark Estate, which ranged north along Cape Cod Bay from Bee’s River and west mostly along the north side of Samoset 
Road (earlier Old Mulford) Road to the southernmost shore of Great Pond. Originally the parcel had been owned by John 
Mulford, who sold it in 1754 to George Brown Jr.; Brown left it to his only child Hanna (1751-1842), who married Benjamin Clark 
(1744-1824) in 1776. According to one affidavit, the property “was always considered owned by her husband, Deacon Benjamin 
Clark.$ 


Emeline P. Gill (1869-1950) was the second wife of Eastham native and carpenter George Edward Gill (1857-1940). Gill’s father, 
Heman, was also a master carpenter, and Gill had grown up in the Nauset section of Eastham. In 1884 he married Jessie S. 
Cole (often shown as Elsie F. Cole) of Eastham, and Cape Cod newspapers began mentioning his carpentry work in and around 
town about the same time. In 1887 he was working in Reading, where many Eastham natives had resettled, and in 1888 he 
moved his family to that town. His wife died in Reading in 1898, and three years later Gill married Emeline P. Nichols Wylie, a 
widow who had been born in Stockton, California. By 1910 the couple was living in Eastham with children Eleanor and Edward. 
Gill is described as a house carpenter, but the 1905 map and censuses suggest he was living in Nauset. It seems he built a 
cottage at 1000 Samoset Road for rental income. 


In March 1920 Emeline Gill sold the land “adjoining Widow Hardings Pond with the buildings thereon consisting of a cottage with 
contents, shed and boat” to Walter Atwood Hall of Swampscott. Born in Wallingford, Connecticut, Walter A. Hall was an 
electrical engineer who worked for General Electric Company in Lynn when he married Lucile Carol Reynolds, a teacher born in 
Natick, in 1903. The couple and their daughter Marjory were living in Pittsfield in 1910 but had moved to Swampscott by 1913. 
Hall was working as a consulting engineer by 1930 and a finance company appraiser by 1940. The Halls must have used 1000 
Samoset Road only as a summer or seasonal home until after 1940. Hall and his wife were living in Eastham year-round by 
1948, and he died in the town in 1956. In August 1957 his widow sold the property and the other parcels Hall had acquired to 
Francis A. and Ida M. Morgan; they sold the house on its current lot four years later to Helen J. Kroepsch of Needham.‘ Born in 


1 Emeline P. Gill to Walter A. Hall, Swampscott, 27 March 1920, BCD 363:86; Edward C. Clark to Walter A. Hall, Swampscott, 7 May 1921, 
BCD 379:171; Edward C. Clark to Walter A. Hall, Swampscott, 19 December 1925, BCD 428:148; Herbert C. Clark, administrator estate 
Edward C. Clark, to Walter A. Hall, Swampscott, 19 September 1927, BCD 454:537. 
? Edward Clark to Edward C Clark, 1 April 1880, BCD 140:242; Edward C. Clark to Emeline P. Gill, 1 March 1910, BCD 301:420. 
3 See Affidavit, Freeman Clark Hatch II, Eastham, 26 December 1973, BCD 1999:27; Affidavit, Hattie P Hatch, 1 September 1928, BCD 
458:328; “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass., Showing a Subdivision of Old Clark Estate and Site of First Encounter,” August 1921, BCP 9:125; 
and John Mulford to George Brown Jr., 4 May 1754, recorded 17 November 1898, BCD 236:39 
4 Lucile R. Hall to Francis A. and Ida M. Morgan, 23 August 1957, BCD 981:400; Francis A. and Ida M. Morgan to Helen J. Kroepsch, 
Needham, 24 February 1963, BCD 1191:553. 
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1914 in Cambridge, Kroepsch was the daughter of railway mail clerk Robert Karl Kroepsch and Laura Melissa Ringer, a Nova 
Scotian whom he married in Cambridge in 1894. She grew up in Cambridge and Woburn and by the late 1930s works as an 
insurance auditor in Woburn; by the late 1950s she had become personnel officer for Worcester County National Bank and was 
living in Needham. 


In 1995 Kroepsch sold 1000 Samoset Road to Murray and Rosemary Watnick of South Hadley, who sold it the next year to 
Gabriel L. and Natalie Miller of Westfield, New Jersey.° Both put the property in trust in 2001 and 2010. Gabriel Miller died in 
February 2017, and Natalie Miller as trustee of Gabriel L. Miller Credit Shelter Trust was owner of record in 2020.° 
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5 Helen J. Kroepsch to Murray and Rosemary A. Watnick, South Hadley, 29 October 1995, BCD 9908:281; Murray and Rosemary A. Watnick, 
South Hadley, to Gabriel L. and Natalie Miller, Westfield NJ, 4 April 1996, BCD 10139:349. 
8 Gabriel L. Miller and Natalie Miller to Natalie Miller, 8 March 1999, BCD 12115:213; Natalie Miller, 1000 Samoset Road, to Natalie Miller, 
trustee Natalie Miller Revocable Living Trust, 27 March 2001, BCD 13675:191; Natalie Miller, 1000 Samoset Road, trustee Natalie Miller 
Revocable Living Trust, to Natalie Miller, trustee Natalie Miller Revocable Living Trust, and Gabriel L Miller, trustee Gabriel L. Miller Revocable 
Living Trust, 18 November 2010, BCD 25013:183; Natalie Miller, 1000 Samoset Road, trustee Gabriel L. Miller Revocable Living Trust, to 
Natalie Miller, trustee Gabriel L. Miller Credit Shelter Trust, 3 May 2018 BCD 31243:308. The 1000 Samoset Road house is depicted on “Plan 
of Land in Eastham, Mass. as Surveyed for Helen J. Kroepsch,” September 1966, BC 208:9. 
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The 1000 Samoset Road house is shown on the east side of its 1.705-acre lot on this 1966 survey (BCP 208:9) 
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